
Understanding implant restoration coding:  
Ensure correct billing 

Abutment-supported crown process — cement retained 

•	 Implant placement. 

•	Abutment placement. 

•	Abutment-supported crown / retainer placement 
(cement retained).

In this process, an abutment-supported crown is retained 
via cement. The abutment is necessary and billing an 
abutment code is appropriate.

1

2

3

4

Implant insertion

Healing process
(Osseointegration)

Abutment placement

Prosthesis
placement

Implant-supported crown process — screw-retained

•	 Implant placement. 

•	 Implant-supported crown / retainer placement 
(screw-retained; abutment not required). 

In this process, an implant-supported crown is retained 
via the implant screw, and the crown attaches directly to 
the implant. Therefore, billing an abutment code is not 
appropriate. 
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EmblemHealth Plan, Inc., EmblemHealth Insurance Company, EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC, and Health Insurance Plan of Greater New York (HIP) are EmblemHealth companies. EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC 
provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Prime Therapeutics LLC is an independent company that provides pharmacy solutions for EmblemHealth members.


